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Conversations with 998 local residents on 
renewable energy in the Grayndler electorate, NSW.

Results of conversations on renewable energy carried out by local volunteer-
run community group Climate Action Newtown between June-August 2010, 
and February-May 2011.

Key Findings
Volunteers with Climate Action Newtown personally spoke to 998 local residents, and found 
that support for renewable energy is very high in the Grayndler electorate, with 93% of 
respondents wanting the Government to implement strong policy to support new jobs and 
investment in renewables.

The overwhelming majority of Grayndler constituents support strong policy that will 
drive investment and employment in renewable energy, they wanted to see Australia 
put a price on carbon to make polluters responsible, and that they want to see 
Australia transition to an economy powered by clean, renewable energy like wind and 
solar thermal instead of coal or gas.

The respondents were enthusiastic about the potential of renewable energy to manage 
electricity prices, reduce pollution and act on climate change, and consistently expressed 
concern and frustration about the lack of investment, lack of strong and stable policy and 
the lack of commitment from their elected representatives on renewable energy.

These concerns were evident in the open section of the conversations, where participants 
were invited to ‘send a message’ to The Hon Anthony Albanese MP, which many residents 
took as an opportunity to ask for action and investment, and better representation of their 
concerns.

Significantly, talking to Grayndler electorate residents revealed the depth of positive feeling 
for potential benefits that renewable energy offers, and showed that renewable energy is the 
key to gaining public acceptance and support for the carbon tax. 

Residents’ concerns about carbon tax money 'going around in a circle' or being used to 
compensate big polluters were consistently alleviated by the suggestion that carbon price 
revenue could be used to pay for investment in new renewable energy projects and thereby 
bring about action on climate change, and bring down electricity prices in the long term. 



Introduction
Climate Action Newtown has been doorknocking in the suburbs of Ashfield, Dulwich Hill, 
Marrickville, Petersham, St Peters, Newtown and Enmore, and running market stalls at various 
community events and regular markets in the area, between June-August 2010, and February-May 
2011. 

Whilst doing so, the group had conversations with residents, asking questions relating to Federal 
Government renewable energy policies, rising energy prices, and the issue of taxing polluters, in 
order to explore local attitudes towards renewable energy.

This report presents the findings of our 998 conversations with local residents, and quantifies the 
results of those conversations and also highlights some of the themes that have emerged from 
those conversations.

100% Renewable energy - a national community campaign
Climate Action Newtown has carried out these 998 conversations as part of the national 100% 
Renewable Energy Campaign, which advocates a ‘fair go for renewables’ as part of the carbon 
price package of policies.  Over 100 local groups have been involved in this national campaign, 
which has seen over 70 local groups carry out 14,000 conversations on renewable energy 
nationally over the last 4 months. 

Climate Action Newtown’s findings have been included in the 100% Renewable campaign’s Report 
on 14,000 Renewable Energy Conversations, which was presented to the members of the Multi-
Party Climate Change Committee at Parliament House in Canberra on 15th June 2011. A copy of 
this report can be found on the 100% Renewable campaign website at http://100percent.org.au/. 

The Conversations
The conversations followed a script that focused on 5 areas relating to renewable energy.  They 
were:

Government support for the development of renewable energy
The implementation of strong policy to support jobs and investment in renewable energy
The role of renewable energy in helping to manage rising energy prices
The possibility of Australia moving to 100% energy generation from renewable sources
Putting a price on pollution as a method of driving investment in renewable energy
The Government's response to and relationship with companies that pollute

Volunteers used the script to guide the conversation and respondents were typically encouraged to 
respond with 'yes', 'no', 'don't know' or 'not sure' to allow the results to be quantified. 

The conversation script allowed for the respondent to give a personal message to Minister 
Albanese, with the volunteer asking the resident; “if you could send a message to your Federal and 
State MP on this issue, what would you say?” These replies gave a more qualitative understanding 
of the issues surrounding renewable energy, and are included in the Appendix.

In gathering these responses, Climate Action Newtown doorknocked in the suburbs of Ashfield, 
Dulwich Hill, Marrickville, Petersham, St Peters, Newtown and Enmore, choosing different regions 
within the electorate in order to reach a wide demographic and cross-section of constituents as 
possible. We also engaged residents regularly whilst running market stalls at various community 
events and regular markets in the area.

http://100percent.org.au
http://100percent.org.au


Conversations Results

1. Quantitative Results
The results of the conversations (further details included within the Appendix) show strong 
support for investment in renewable energy within the community. The findings can be 
summarised as follows:

78% of residents feel the government is not doing enough to support the development 
of renewable energy like wind and solar.

93% think the government should be implementing strong policy to support new jobs 
and investment in renewable energy.

83% agree that more renewable energy should be introduced to help manage Australia's 
energy prices.

90% of residents think Australia should develop a plan to move to 100% renewable 
energy.

78% agree that Australia should put a price on pollution as a incentive for renewable 
energy.

85% think that the government should stand up to polluting companies that claim that 
'investing in renewable energy is too expensive and too hard’.

2. Qualitative Responses
The conversations also allowed for a free-form opinion or a personal message, which were 
recorded in full by the volunteers, and capture a sense of the frustrations felt by the community at 
the lack of investment and action on renewables.

“If you could send a message to Anthony Albanese on this issue, what would 
you say?”

Frustration at inaction

The messages given for Anthony Albanese covered a wide range of topics, but contained a 
common thread of frustration at the pace of change, and an opinion that too little was 
happening too slowly.

“The Government are not investing enough in renewable energy to create jobs 
and build the industry as a viable alternative.” Nick, Newtown

“Act now before it’s too late, this issue is bigger than the next electoral cycle.” 
Justin, Enmore.

“Man up and pull your finger out!” Ron, Enmore.

“We need action now! It is the greatest moral challenge of our time!” Phil, 
Stanmore.



“Take action now or there won't be any future.” George, St Peters.

“Please take a lead and guide Australia as much, as possible, into a cleaner 
energy production industry. Surely it can be done.” Marion, Sydenham.

Leadership and representation

Another recurring theme amongst the respondents was that they felt their concerns were not 
being represented by their MP.

“One of the key reasons you are in Government is because Australians want 
action now on climate change.” Martin, Newtown.

“100% renewable energy is possible.  The community wants 100% renewables. We 
demand action from all levels of government to make genuine policies to achieve 
this now.” Catherine, Newtown.

“Lack of action on climate change will affect how I vote.” Annie, Marrickville.

“More people are behind renewable energy than the government believe.” Nat, 
Newtown.

“Listen to the people not corporates.” Denise, Ashfield

The potential of Australia’s clean renewable resources. 

A number of respondents made a connection between Australia’s natural resources and the 
suitability of renewable energy projects that make use of our sunshine and wind.

“Aren’t you embarrassed that countries with less sun than us are doing more?” 
Joe, St Peters

“We’re not utilising our resources!” Geoff, Dulwich Hill

“We have the resources, why not use them?” Willis, Ashfield

“Australia is perfect for solar - it's a no brainer.” Eoin, Stanmore

Promote the carbon tax through renewables

Inevitably, many of the conversations that volunteers had with respondents were centred around 
the carbon tax.  Many people expressed a sense of confusion and negativity, specifically with the 
idea of money 'going around in a circle' from taxing then reimbursing households, and being used 
to compensate big polluters. 

Residents’ concerns were however consistently alleviated by the suggestion that carbon price 
revenue could be used to pay for investment in new renewable energy projects and thereby bring 
about action on climate change, and bring down electricity prices in the long term.

“Invest in the technology - the carbon tax must be reinvested in renewables.” 
Emma, Newtown.

“We should have a price on pollution if a large amount goes to renewable 



energy.” Phillip, Stanmore.

“Can't put a price tag on our future!” Eloise, Newtown. 

“If carbon tax is a cash grab then it’s no good, but if it’s genuine, then it 
should be supported.” Gareth, Stanmore.

Big polluters

Respondents also expressed frustration regarding the pressure that large polluter lobbies and the 
like are placing on their representatives, and asked instead for their representatives to stand up to 
those interests.

“Corporations should be paying for pollution. Don't give in to corporations.” 
Anthin, Marrickville

“It’s time the government put the future first and not the mining industry.” 
Tahnee, Ashfield

“Get serious about renewable energy and don't be afraid of upsetting big 
industry. Time to lead.” Jess, Petersham

“Do more research on science and stand up to polluting industries.” Rebecca, 
Marrickville



Appendix

Figure A1: Collated Results

The table below (figure A2.1) gives the collated results of questions from the 998 conversations 
carried out in the Grayndler electorate.

During the conversations, some questions did not record a response. This is because during the 
year, Climate Action Newtown used different scripts depending on other happenings, for example 
the State Government election. Difference in number of respondents is also partly due to the 
occasional respondent not wishing to answer a particular question, and/or the occasional case of a 
volunteer failing to record a response.  The 'total responses' for each question are then used to 
calculate the percentages of respondents who answered 'yes', 'no' or 'don't know/unsure.'

Question 1 Question 3 Question 4 Question 5 Question 6 Question 7
Is the 
government 
doing enough 
to support 
the 
development 
of renewable 
energy?

Should the 
government 
be 
implementing 
strong policy 
to support 
renewable 
energy?

Should we be 
introducing 
renewable 
energy to 
help manage 
rising energy 
prices?

Should 
Australia 
develop a 
plan to move 
to 100% 
renewable 
energy?

Should 
Australia put 
a price tag 
on pollution 
to give an 
incentive to 
clean 
energy?

Should 
governme
nt respond 
to scare 
campaign 
or stand 
up to 
polluters

At market stallsAt market stallsAt market stalls Yes 13 240 105 171 98 113

Total SurveysTotal SurveysTotal Surveys No 179 3 11 10 14 7

252 Don't Know / UnsureDon't Know / UnsureDon't Know / Unsure 27 9 10 5 19 13

Total 219 252 126 186 131 133

Doorknocking 2010Doorknocking 2010Doorknocking 2010 Yes 52 165 0 423 371 0

Total SurveysTotal SurveysTotal Surveys No 363 7 0 22 52 0

476 Don't Know / UnsureDon't Know / UnsureDon't Know / Unsure 61 12 0 29 51 0

Total 476 184 0 474 474 0

Doorknocking 2011Doorknocking 2011Doorknocking 2011 Yes 0 255 0 0 0 0

Total SurveysTotal SurveysTotal Surveys No 0 6 0 0 0 0

270 Don't Know / UnsureDon't Know / UnsureDon't Know / Unsure 0 9 0 0 0 0

Total 0 270 0 0 0 0

TOTALS Yes 65 660 105 594 469 113

Total SurveysTotal SurveysTotal Surveys No 542 16 11 32 66 7

998 Don't Know / UnsureDon't Know / UnsureDon't Know / Unsure 88 30 10 34 70 13

Total 695 706 126 660 605 133

PERCENTAGESPERCENTAGESPERCENTAGES Yes 9% 93% 83% 90% 78% 85%

Total SurveysTotal SurveysTotal Surveys No 78% 2% 9% 5% 11% 5%

998 Don't Know / UnsureDon't Know / UnsureDon't Know / Unsure 13% 4% 8% 5% 12% 10%



Figure A2: Verbal responses

In question one of the conversations respondents were asked whether they thought “the 
government [was] going enough to support the development of clean renewable energy.”  In 
questions two they were asked to reflect on that response with “why do you say that?”
Similarly, question eight of the conversations explained that the results of the conversations were 
to be given to the local members of parliament, and asked “if you could send them a message 
about this issue, what would you say?”
The replies from all 262 respondents are included here, including those that provided no message.  
Answers to question 2 are included in the first column, with the reply given by the same 
respondent to question 8 provided in the second column.  It was important to 100% Renewables 
New England that this correlation be maintained as the two responses often inform each other.
There is no hierarchical, chronological or geographical order to the way respondents are listed.

Messages from the community
Important to get some actions and plans in place and finance them. Establish government authority over coal. 
It’s required!

Close down all coalmines and we can move to energy that is sustainable. Won’t do so much damage by 
stopping dirty energy.

Don’t put the cost on us. You don’t care about the people.

Need to make a better and more consistent case.

More needs to be done.

Need to act now because we are running out of time.

More investment - get off fossil fuels - should have got it decades ago.

Everybody needs to do their bit even more so big companies. The government needs to start implementing 
change before it’s too late.

Action needs to be taken but not to punish the everyday Australia. Need to act wisely.

Go ahead with implementing renewables.

More common sense. More forward thinking. No point having our heads in the sand. Can do far better and far 
faster.

Don’t you have children? Don’t you think about being responsible for them? People will look down on you in 
years to come. They’ll be incredibly pissed off. Change is always hard. We’re smart enough and wealthy 
enough to make a stand.

Resist the opposition. Stick to good policy and people will follow. Don’t listen to short-term naysayers.

Stop wasting time.

Not appropriate to use non sustainable resources.

Sustainability now!

Don’t see any proposals, no positive action.

Act now before it’s too late, this issue is bigger than the next electoral cycle.

It’s time the government put the future first and not the mining industry.

I support investment in renewable energy.



Communicate it to the community!

Get off your arse - no tangible outcomes.

Better inform people about the carbon price!

Important should be a priority.

Look more support for wind and wave technology.

More awareness about possibility of renewable energy.

Just do it!

Will to invest in renewable energy needs to come from government.

Mining is too powerful, too much influence on the government.

Consultation needed, plus direct investment.

We can’t wait too long!

Man up and pull your finger out!

Invest more in renewables and back away from business interests.

Invest in government renewable energy.

Solar and wind can power Australia’s needs and cost of renewables is reducing while use of fossil fuels in 
increasing.

Solar powered street light contracts to replace all lights over 30 years.

Less coal power! More renewable energy!

Wake up!

Take action.

Long term rather not so long term, so we must invest and develop renewable energy.

The sun will always be here and coal won’t, all new buildings should have solar energy and grey water use.

Help us fix up the planet for our future, it might cost more initially but it will be worth it long term.

We are destroying our planet as you are reading this message!

Government should be investigating ways of implementing renewables, should be more publicity so we know 
what’s going on!

If carbon tax is a cash grab then it’s no good, but if it’s genuine, then it should be supported. Government 
needs to explain it better.

Should use money raised for environmental projects in general, don’t need another fix.

Too much money going to coal.

Price on carbon nowhere near enough - need direct government investment, and phase out of fossil fuel 
subsidies.

We need action now! It is the greatest moral challenge of our time!

There’s so much more we could do!

They haven’t built anything yet mean their intention to do nothing. We should have a price on pollution if a 
large amount went to renewable energy. Aren’t you embarrassed that countries with less sun than us are 
doing more?

We’d like to see an honest approach / appraisal in the renewables debate.



Needs more funding. Government should encourage households to move to renewable energy. I’d like to see 
more funding and research into renewable energies.

Get a plan towards renewables, and get moving towards renewable energy because that’s what the public 
wants.

Make energy cheaper for us - stop the oil companies from continuing to pollute with their strong platform.

We should move toward renewable energy.

I think we should consider the health of future generations and stop thinking short term.

There needs to be more education to the public regarding the real consequences of continuing reliance on 
fossil fuels. The Government are not investing enough in renewable energy to create jobs and build the 
industry as a viable alternative.

Tax the polluters. More subsidies for renewable energy. Government should erect renewable focussed 
policies.

There will be benefits politically and environmentally for investing in renewable energy as opposed to 
constructive market mechanisms.

We’re not utilising our resources!

Fight harder!

Invest in technology - the carbon tax must be 100% reinvested in renewables.

Let’s do this for kids.

We’ll run out of fossil fuels one day.

Stop ripping us off - the carbon tax must not just be another tax.

Resources not sustainable - put renewables in place before they run out.

We’d be working closer towards solving more issues if that was the case. Please do something while there is 
time!

Show leadership and invest in renewable energy now!

Do more research on renewables.

Educate the public on carbon tax.

Make renewable energy more accessible.

Don't think know what they're doing, no strategies.

Not really following.

Not doing much.

Too busy subsidizing fossil fuel.

Not their priority, but obviously should be.

Would be good if renewables were less expensive to buy and clearer what 100% green power really means.  
Opposition - should be easier.

Rudd shelved the ETS, caved in on mining tax, NSW government is pushing coal.

If they were committed, they'd spend a lot more on R&D and on rebates.

Not heard enough about it.

Lack of information. More on radio news would help.



More opportunities to use wind or solar.  Not used enough.

Load of bullshit.

Greens have better ideas.

Too many cuts. Support local ideas.

Too easy not to change.

Not much money put it in compared to fossil fuel.

Not doing. Not meeting target.

Companies making money.

Could do more to focus on the economies and coal fired power stations.

Not doing anything.

Doing more than most countries.

They're not implementing as fast as they should.

Hoping that Kevin would fix it with CPRS. Now Julia is engaging in dog whistler politics but hoping to solve.

Save heaps on infrastructure of electricity. If all people had solar on roofs, it would cut costs incredibly.

Work for an environmental charity. Other fuel is non sustainable, sooner we move towards renewable the 
better.

Always an ongoing issue. No real solution yet.

Looking at building new coal facilities.  Still discussing nukes.  Don't spend enough R&D on renewable 
energy.

They say they do totally - a cover.

Not enough being done. We need price of polluters.

Backpedalling on policy idea.

Need more subsidies to boost.

More support for renewable energy in a way that is long term and strategic.

Cowardly and corrupt..

Could do better.

Not enough policy.

Not much done. Only coal, nukes and research.

Should spend more money on it.

No firm commitments.

Need national response.

All government is looking at short term vision - Australia is the sunniest continent in world! We have such 
great resources.

Carbon tax is good.

Bigger tax cuts for renewable energy industry - need industry level to boost competitiveness.

Doing more than other countries - green power scheme.



Good luck.

Get real.

Look after planet.

Doesn't make sense to subsidize fossil fuel.  Invest in renewable.

Fight for renewables.

I would love to see more investment in green energy.

At least investigate the 100% renewables option for a long-term vision.

People need to be made aware that simple changes can have a big impact.

Invest more time researching renewable energy.

Both sides of argument need careful consideration. Don't make hasty decisions.

Opportunity to use renewable energy, not exploited to full extent. 

Get out and put some sensible people in power.

Go for it. 100% renewable.

Please listen to the people.

Plan. Slow is better than nothing.

Hard, big companies cost them money.

Cost some money in the short term, long term benefit government should weigh. 

Future of world depends on change.

Good, strong social policy and green policy flows from it.

You should invest in more renewable energy and develop a plan.

Could you give me more detail about this, what the government can do regarding this issue.

Renewable energy / climate change is the single most important issue - and many people around in this area 
would like to see more action.

Australia needs philosophy.

Sydney and Australia are doing well but the long term pay off of investing now is clear.  Continue to support 
renewable options. Set a good example to local and international.  Don't let Australia fall behind on this.

Can't put a price tag on our future.

More people are behind renewable energy than the government believe. Need to put more into it.

In favour of a carbon tax. Get on and do it.

Stop polluting stuff.  Don't care that prices.

Do more research on science and stand up to polluting industries.

Don't be afraid to shout out.

Make the renewable energy sources cheaper.

Long term thinking.

Stand up and invest.

Start using renewable energies.



If they continue to compromise their values, they won't go forward.

Listen to the people not corporate.

No choice, they have to invest in it. Their duty to do it.

Resign. Let somebody honest and competent take their place.

Get some balls - some leadership -- stop apologising.

Invest but mindful to balance everything.

Support renewable energy for better future.

Be honest and open - let us know about other options, to transition to clean energy.

Start making things happen.

Act now.

Corporations should be paying for pollution. Don't give in to corporations.

Protect environment but help households in living costs.

Developing countries are being environmentally conscious.  Australia should be a leader.

Work with government - renewable energy is future.

Long term goals rather than have the short term election results factor.

Great work, keep it up. Hopefully, you can make a change.

One of the key reasons you are in government is because Australians want action now on climate change.  
You are failing Australia and the planet.  Have a good look at yourself and lift your game.

Get on with it!

Be courageous - future generations will judge you.

Stop pretending to care and actually do something.

Formulate a plan, cut energy bill increase for coal based power.

We have the resources, why not use them?

Our future generations will thank us.

100% renewable energy is possible.  The community wants 100% renewables. We demand action from all 
levels of government to make genuine policies to achieve this now.

Take action and lead.

Stop coal mining.

Get it right now!

Give a genuine, firm commitment to developing renewable energy.

More renewable energy please.

Have a longer term focus on policy decision.

Call on election on climate change bill.

Lift your game.

Stop wasting our money.

Fair go!



The government expects us to act yet does so little itself - it's time to get serious.

Why are governments not doing more than they are?

Hurry up.

Please take a lead and guide Australia as much, as possible, into a cleaner energy production industry. Surely 
it can be done.

Listen and support the people and our future generations.

Government needs to do a lot more to get renewable power resources planned, built and working.  You can 
only go somewhere by starting and keeping going.

It would be fantastic to see more time and energy going towards investment in a better environment.

Quit screwing around and do something.

I am shocked how lame Australia tackles climate/environment problems.  I could say much more, I am from 
Germany and they do heaps.

Just do it! Take action as the people support it.

We need to move forward - can't cut off fossil fuels but need to move away.

Start doing something, it's time to push forward on renewable energy + carbon.

Spend more time thinking of ways to make Australia Environment friendly.

Renewable energy is what we need - we have the money for it.

Renewable Energy Now!

Reduce reliance on coal mining. Plan and implement plans to move towards 100% renewables.

Lack of action on climate change will affect how I vote.

Keep working on renewable energy schemes.

Encourage more corporate involvement in renewable energy technologies.

Multi-disciplinary approach, we need renewable energy combined with demand management and user pays 
(e.g. Coles, Harvey Norman, Rio Tinto) for environmental costs; manage wastage (food wastage with so much 
embodied energy, water, environmental damage etc; natural attrition approach to coal (e.g. no new coal 
power).

No nuclear.

No backflips.

Please examine France, Germany, Spain to educate your political colleagues to implement similar renewable 
energy technology.

Take action now or there won't be any future.

Strategic investment over many years.

We should be leaders not followers.

No back flips.

Don't cave in on mining tax, stick to our policy, not backflip.

Shift focus from community to industry, have industry do more.

Think carefully what ETS (make it a priority), backflip could cost vote.



I want you to become innovative about solutions to protect our climate, don't delay on acting to reduce 
emissions.

Support reduction in energy wastage.

Pull your finger out - you know what needs to be done - ask your kids.

We need to act now - it's getting too late.

Do something, keep trying.

You need to make a better ETS than the one proposed, put in a carbon tax - as soon as it's possible, it's 
overdue.

Help me to make my home solar-powered - make it more affordable.

Government hasn't done one thing to help - all promise no action.

Another solution to reduce pollution. Other countries to agree. Gas transition. Cheaper renewable energy.

Daring/progressive on climate change, moving from building roads to more public transport.

Renewable energy sources.

Australia should be a role model for renewable energy. We are so developed and other less developed 
countries are doing more.

Making renewable energy more accessible and incorporating renewable energy into new development.

Look at long term, particularly coal, could do more.

Strongly support renewable energy.

Get your act together.

Prioritize it.

Invest in all renewables.

Act now.

They should pay more attention - but they just look to big business - environment must factor into these 
decisions.

Get cars off the road, give us decent public transport and make a more concerted effort to get people to 
change their energy consumption.

Renewable energy.

Get serious about renewable energy and don't be afraid of upsetting big industry. Time to lead.

Don't build any more coal power stations.  Australia is perfect for solar - it's a no brainer.

It's a serious issue, something needs to be done now.

Take more care with the environment.

Renewable, reduction of CO2 emissions and new bike tracks.

Education, forward thinking not backward with energy.

Renewable energy here is so far behind other countries.

Where do you start?


